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Professor:  Christopher J. Preston 
Classroom:  LA 146 
Class time:  Tuesday and Thursday, 11.10 a.m. – 12.30 p.m. 
Office:  LA 148 
Office hours: Monday 3 – 4 p.m,, Wednesday 9 – 10 a.m., 11 a.m.-12 p.m.  
Phone: 243-2527 




1.  Course Introduction: 
 
Philosophy in the Flesh lays down a challenge to the way philosophy is practiced in the 
western tradition.  We will spend the semester doing a careful reading of this wide-
ranging text, supplementing Lakoff and Johnson’s work with a number of articles from 
both contemporary and historical philosophy. 
 
This class is designed to approximate the experience of a graduate seminar.  I will tend 
not to lecture but to rely upon student presentations and discussion.  The assignments are 




2.  Reading Material (all required reading): 
 
George Lakoff and Mark Johnson, Philosophy in the Flesh (Basic Books, 1999) 
 




3.  General Expectations: 
 
I request that you come to class having carefully read the material assigned for that week 
prior to your arrival.  As we talk about the reading, I will seek opinions on various topics 
and will call upon individuals to answer questions relevant to the reading and lecture.  
Please be prepared to discuss the positions articulated in the text and to bring your own 
questions and concerns to everyone’s attention.   
 
We will be using Blackboard and E-reserve at the library throughout the semester.  Please 
ensure you know how to log on to both of these systems and how to navigate the different 
panes.   
4.  Reading Assignments (provisional): 
 
Week 1 (Jan 23, 25):  INTRODUCTION:  Chaps 1, 2 and presentation of  
    biographies.    
 
Week 2 (Jan 30, Feb 1):  THE BASIC THESIS:  Chaps 1-5  
***Philosophical autobiography due (Jan 30th)*** 
 
Week 3 (Feb 6, 8):  THE BASIC THESIS:  Chaps 6-8. 
 
Week 4 (Feb 13, 15):   TIME: Chaps 9, 10. 
 
Week 5 (Feb 20, 22):  CAUSE: Chap 11, Hume (E), Aristotle (E) 
 
Week 6 (Feb 27, Mar 1):  MIND AND SELF:  235-248, Chap 13, Locke (E),  
 
Week 7 (Mar 6, 8):  MIND AND SELF:  Nagel (E), Preston (E),  
 
Week 8 (Mar 13, 15):  MORALITY: Chap 14, Tong (E), Kant (E) 
 
Week 9 (Mar 20, 22):  PHILOSOPHY WITHOUT CERTAINTY:  Johnson (E), Rorty 
(E)    




Week 10 (April 3, 5):  PRESOCRATICS, PLATO: Chaps 15, 24, 16, 17. 
 
Week 11 (April 10, 12):  DESCARTES:  Chap 19, Clark (E)  
 
Week 12 (April 17, 19):  KANT: Chap 20, Tong (E)  
 
Week 13 (April 24, 26):  EMBODIED AND EMBEDDED MINDS: Mann (E), Hayles 
(E), Rowlands (E) 
 
Week 14 (May 1, 3):  POST-MODERN, SITUATED KNOWLEDGE:  Haraway (E), 
Chap 25 
 
***Term Paper Due. Wednesday, May 9th at noon*** 
 
 
5.  Course Requirements: 
 
a)  Attendance, participation, and scholarly attitude will account for 20% of your grade 
(20 points).  I will be taking attendance at the start of every class and I shall be keeping 
track of your participation during the class.  If you need to miss a class at some point in 
the semester, please let me know by e-mail ahead of time if possible.  If you cannot let 
me know before class, please e-mail me as soon as you can afterwards.  When 
appropriate you should bring some form of verification for your absence to the next class.  
 
b)  Philosophical autobiography (10 points).  On Tuesday, January 30th everyone should 
turn in a 3-page ethical autobiography.  I will be asking you to present the highlights of 
the biography to the class during the first week.  
 
c) Presentation 1 (15 points).  Each student will be responsible for presenting the reading 
to the class once before spring break.  Your presentation should focus on abstracting out 
the main points from the reading and highlighting anything insightful/problematic.  Resist 
the temptation to give a line by line exegesis of the text.  At the end of class, the non-
presenting students should hand in a few lines of constructive commentary on the 
presentation. 
 
d) Office visit (5 points).  Everyone should make at least one office visit before spring 
break.  You can use this visit for help with the reading test, to seek guidance on the term 
paper, or for any other reason.  I need to check in with you at least once before the break 
to see how things are going.   
 
e) Presentation 2 (15 points).  After spring break, each student will also have 
responsibility to present on one occasion.  This time, a student must present the outline of 
their term paper.  (A one-page outline of the term paper must be handed in at the end of 
the class).  This time the non-presenting students are required to provide oral feedback on 
the presentation.  All other students will be required to come to class with one discussion 
point from the assigned reading to bring up for general discussion.  I shall be randomly 
selecting individuals to offer up their discussion points.  
 
f) Feedback (5 points).  I will be reading over the feedback provided by the non-
presenting students to be sure it is fair and reasonable. 
 
g) Final Assignment (30 points).  You must submit a 12-15 page, double-spaced, term 
paper discussing any topic raised during the semester.  5 of the 30 points will be for the 
outline submitted after presentation 2.  This paper will be due by noon on Wednesday, 
May 9th as an attachment to an e-mail. (Please submit in MS Word or Wordperfect 
format)  
 
5.  Additional remarks: 
 
If you have any physical or learning disability that may make it hard for you to complete 
the requirements of this class as specified, let me know right away and I will be happy to 
make appropriate accommodating arrangements.   
 
I expect complete academic integrity at every point of the course.  Any academic 
dishonesty will lead to an automatic F for your semester grade and a meeting with the 
appropriate academic authorities.  There will be no exceptions to this zero tolerance 
policy on academic dishonesty. 
 
I encourage you to use my office hours.  I am paid to help you with this class!  Five or ten 
minutes of discussion can sometimes really help to clarify things.  Use e-mail to stay in 
touch. 
 
Finally, I ask you to contribute to the best learning environment possible as we share time 
together this semester.  Classes can really click when a constructive momentum 
accumulates.  This only happens when everybody contributes their best intellectual effort, 
good humor, and generosity of spirit.  Please contribute your part and I’ll be contributing 
mine.   
 
